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| | No additional fee is required for this amendment. 



| x I Please charge Deposit Account No. 12-1095 in the amount of $ 
A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 

| | A check in the amount of $ 



396.00 



to cover the filing fee is enclosed. 



fx~l The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge and credit Deposit Account No. 12-1095 
as described below, A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 

fx] Credit any overpayment. 

fx] Charge any additional filing or application processing fees required under 37 CFR 1 . 1 6 and 1.17. 
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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the U.S. Postal Service with sufficient postage as First Class Mail, in 
an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231 , on the date shown below. 
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addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231, on the 
date shown below. y* 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFI 



•OCket No.: SONYJP 3.0-191 

(PATENT) 




In re Reissue Application of: 
Takumi Okaue 



Application No.: 09/912,174 



Group Art Unit: 2131 



Filed: July 24, 2001 



Examiner : Not Yet 
Assigned 



For : DATA PROCESSING SYSTEM, DATA 

PROCESSING METHOD, AND PROGRAM 
PROVIDING MEDIUM 



Commissioner tor Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 



Dear Sir: 

Preliminary to initiation of the prosecution of the 
above- identified pending U.S. patent application, the following 
amendments and remarks are respectfully submitted. 
IN THE CLAIMS ^ — — 



Please/add new claims 15-28, as follows. 
15. (New) Apparatus comprising: 
a memory device; and 

a device for recording data to, or reproducing data 



from, the memory device, wherein the device stores an enabling 
key block distribution authenticating key, wherein the enabling 
key block distribution authenticating key is previously 
enciphered by an enabling key block comprising enciphering data 
for enciphering renewal keys on paths of a hierarchical key tree 
structure comprising a variety of keys disposed in 
correspondence with roots, nodes, and leaves of the key tree 



PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 






